U.S. Election Assistance Commission Testimony
Allan Eustis

NIST Project leader- Voting System Standards 

July 13, 2004

 Good afternoon. We thank the Commissioners for the opportunity to provide a brief review of the outcomes of the first meeting of the Technical Guidelines Development Committee on Friday July 9, 2004.

The success of that meeting and the future work that the Committee will accomplish has been and will be dependent on the strength of the partnership between the National Institute of Standards and Technology and the U.S. Election Assistance Commission.  Speaking for Dr. Arden Bement , Director of NIST and the chair of the TGDC, I express our appreciation for the efforts of the EAC and your staff to ensure our working relationship a strong one. 
    After my initial remarks, I will ask Doug White and Lynne Rosenthal of ITL’s Software Diagnostics and Conformance Testing Division to speak briefly to the relevant capabilities of the National Software Reference Laboratory. 

     Public Law 107-252, the Help America Vote Act (HAVA) establishes the Technical Guidelines Development Committee. HAVA charters the members of this Committee to assist the Election Assistance Commission with the development of voluntary voting system guidelines. 

   This Committee’s initial set of recommendations for these guidelines are due to the Executive Director of the U.S. Election Assistance Commission in April 2005 in accordance with HAVA’s nine month deadline. 

Fourteen of the fifteen appointed members of the Technical Guidelines Development Committee participated in the first plenary meeting. The chair set as a goal for the meeting to agree on a procedural road map for standards development as well as a preliminary work plan. 

Specifically, the chair recommended the committee strive for five distinct deliverables to the EAC in the next nine months:


1.A list of publicly vetted requirements for voluntary voting system standards.

2. Recommendations for standards that currently exist with changes if necessary.

3. An assessment of best practices that can be made available to the election community for use in the 2006 election cycle.

4.A recognition and statement thereof of those areas where there are no current standards under development and ,

5.A prioritized calendar for future standards development relative to each of the four previous deliverables..
To that end, the Technical Guidelines Development Committee proposed, debated and adopted five substantive motions at the first meeting. They were:
I.  RESOLVED: that three subcommittees be established to gather and analyze information.  Subcommittees shall be comprised only of TGDC members.  Subcommittees shall propose resolutions to the TGDC on best practices, specifications and standards.  Subcommittees shall be named 1) Security and Transparency, 2) Human Factors and Privacy, and 3) Core Requirements and Testing.

II.  RESOLVED: that the Chair survey the interest of TGDC members, and thereafter appoint the members and chairs of the subcommittees.


III.  RESOLVED: that resolutions prepared by subcommittees be considered by the TGDC.  Resolutions adopted by the TGDC shall be referred to NIST for technical assistance and editing.  Upon return from NIST, the TGDC shall review the resolutions to confirm they conform to its intent. 
IV.  RESOLVED: that adopted resolutions and appropriate explanatory materials comprise the “first set of recommendations” mandated by the Help America Vote Act.

V. RESOLVED: that the TGDC recommends to the Election Assistance Commission the expediting of registration of currently certified voting system software into the National Software Reference Library at NIST. 
   As Committee chairman, Dr. Bement expressed the importance that all tasks undertaken by the TGDC adhere strictly to the public transparency requirements of the Federal Advisory Committee Act. All transcripts, proceedings, and meeting minutes will be publicly available at http://vote.nist.gov/TGDC.htm.

In addition, notification of future public meetings will be published well in advance in the Federal Register as well as posted electronically on the TGDC web site.

   Commissioners, the Chairman of the Technical Guidelines Development Committee believes that his goal for the initial plenary session was indeed met. We have an initial procedural road map. Our current plans call for the next plenary session on or about January 2005 with public meetings between now and then to gather data, and sub committee meetings to analyze the data and form initial resolutions.

  I now call on Doug White, Project Leader for the National Software Reference Library to offer a short presentation on the capabilities of the National Software Reference Library. 
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