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· NIST looks forward to assisting the Election Assistance Commission in the development of voluntary voting systems guidelines as mandated in the Help America Vote Act. With NIST’s expertise in development of standards and best practices; testing and accreditation programs; human factors research and information technology, we see an important supporting role as a technical advisor to the EAC.


· I look forward to chairing the Technical Guidelines Development Committee which will offer the technical guidance and recommendations to the Election Assistance Commission. We are coordinating with the EAC to have the first TGDC meeting in late spring.


· In FY 03, NIST completed a draft Human Factors Report to Congress which is being reviewed by the Election Assistance Commission.  NIST is currently completing the recommended edits from the Election Assistance Commission. We expect to return the edited Report to the EAC shortly for their final consideration and approval.

· In December 2003, NIST held a Symposium on Building Trust and Confidence in Voting Systems.  The entire proceeds of the Symposium are available on CD from our Voting Project leader Allan Eustis who is here today, or on our web site http://vote.nist.gov.


· In the rest of FY 04, NIST has coordinated with the EAC to provide essential services that will assist in the efficient implementation of HAVA. They include:


- Secretariat Services for the Technical Guidelines Development Committee meeting


- Recommendation of an International Standard (ISO 17025) Laboratory Accreditation    
Program for Independent Testing Authorities.  


- Development of our NIST voting web site (http://vote.nist.gov) to include relevant 
Federal Information Processing standards (FIPS) to provide state and local election 
officials with an initial set of computer security “best practices”.

(
NIST will regularly update the election community with the work of the Technical Guidelines Development Committee at its web site http://vote.nist.gov. We have already initiated a “Key News and Updates” feature accessible from the home page.
